The Pastoral Care Committee of

The Church of St John the Evangelist
154 Somerset St W

Ottawa, Ontario

613-232-4500
www.stjohnsottawa.ca
presents

A Workshop/Seminar with

Michelle O’Rourke

Author & Lay Ecclesial Ministry Specialist

Roman Catholic Diocese of London
Saturday, October 30, 2010

8:30 am – 3:00 pm

(includes Lunch!)
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What it’s all about

Inspired by the philosophy of Henri Nouwen, the worskhop/seminar presents an inspiring and life-transforming introduction to the ultimate mystery of human existence.
What is the meaning of death? How can we see it not just as an inevitable fate but as an act of fulfillment? Can our death be fruitful, a profoundly human gift to those we love? These are some of the questions that Henri Nouwen addressed in his later writings. In the years since his own sudden death in 1996, Nouwen’s influence as a spiritual mentor and companion has continued to grow. His writings on prayer, ministry, and the spiritual life have affected countless people of all faiths. But in this workshop/seminar, and largely through Nouwen’s own words, Michelle O’Rourke concentrates on his reflections on death and dying – a theme that stands out as one of the unifying threads in all of his books, a synthesis that may turn out to be among his most important contributions.
Who should attend?

People involved in all aspects of caring for the dying, or who wish to have a better understanding of this often taboo subject, will find this workshop/seminar inspiring.

· Palliative care workers

· Hospice staff/volunteers

· Pastoral care visitors

· Medical professionals

· Caregivers of the dying

· Nursing students

· Clergy

· Family members

· Everyone touched by dying

About Michelle O'Rourke
Michelle has worked as a Registered Nurse for thirty years, primarily in critical care and emergency.   While always maintaining a nursing position, Michelle has been involved in her parish and diocese in many areas, spending 14 years as a Lay Pastoral Minister in Chatham (Ontario). Her role focused primarily on liturgy, music, catechetics and pastoral care. 

In 2008 she graduated from Assumption University in Windsor with a Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry. Her thesis reflected her interest in spirituality and palliative care, and has recently been published by Orbis Books as Befriending Death:  Henri Nouwen and a Spirituality of Dying.  She presently works in the ER at the Chatham-Kent Health Alliance, and for the Diocese of London as a Lay Ecclesial Ministry Specialist, supporting the lay ministers, coordinators of youth ministry and parish nurses of the diocese.  
 
Michelle is a married mother of four grown children, and has facilitated numerous retreats and days of prayer for various groups on a variety of topics.  She has hosted workshops for the Ontario Hospice Palliative Care Convention, Catholic Health Alliance of Canada, Spirituality & Health Conference (Vancouver) and at a bioethics conference on euthanaisia and assisted suicide in Ottawa,  and looks forward to sharing her learning about ‘befriending death’, ‘dying well’ and ‘caring well’. She enjoys gardening, travelling, and spending time with family and friends. 

Check out Michelle O’Rourke’s web site at

www.selahresources.ca

REGISTRATION FEE

$45.00 (includes lunch)

$25.00 for Seniors and Students (includes lunch)
To register, fill out the Registration Form and mail to:

Seminar/Workshop – Oct 30/10

The Church of St John the Evangelist

154 Somerset St West

Ottawa, ON  K2P 0H8
REGISTRATION FORM

DEADLINE:  October 20, 2010

	Name
	     First                                 Last

	Address
	Street

City                                       Prov

Postal Code

	Tel #


	Home

Work



	Email


	

	Organization
	


REGISTRATION MUST BE PREPAID

Fee:  $45.00  (includes lunch)

            $25.00 for Seniors and Students (includes lunch)

· No specific food requirements

· Vegetarian

· Allergies:  ____________________

                                                          (Specify)

A selection of lunch items will be provided in the form of box lunches (sandwich, vegetable, fruit, dessert).

MAIL Registration form and cheque (do not mail cash!)  by October 20 to:

Seminar/Workshop – Oct 30/10

The Church of St John the Evangelist

154 Somerset St West

Ottawa, ON  K2P 0H8
www.stjohnsottawa.ca
MORE THAN ONE PERSON FROM THE SAME ORGANIZATION?  OR FORM A GROUP!

SAVE $5 on each registration!

Two or more people from the same organization or group may enrol together.  ADD the names of the additonal participants here.

Fee:  $40 per person    A $5 saving!!

            $25 for Seniors and Students

	Name
	Tel and email

	1


	

	2


	

	3


	

	4


	

	5


	


The PRIMARY registrant should complete the front part of this registration.  A cheque for the total amount ($40.00/participant; $25 for Seniors & Students/per participant) MUST be included with the registration.

This rate applies ONLY to registrants from the same organization or group – yes, two or three or more ‘friends’ qualify!!  Individual registrants are charged at the regular ($45:00; $25.00 for Seniors and Students) rate.

